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the invitatory & psalter
Officiant O God, make speed to save us. 
Assembly O Lord, make haste to help us.

All  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Said together in unison

o gracious light  Phos hilaron

O gracious light,  
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,  

O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!  
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of Life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds.

The officiant and assembly recite the psalm responsively by half-verse

psalm 12 Salvum me fac

 1    Help me, Lord, for there is no godly one left; * 
   the faithful have vanished from among us. 

 2    Everyone speaks falsely with his neighbor; * 
   with a smooth tongue they speak from a double heart. 

 3    Oh, that the Lord would cut off all smooth tongues, * 
   and close the lips that utter proud boasts! 

 4    Those who say, “With our tongue will we prevail; * 
   our lips are our own; who is lord over us?” 

 5    Because the needy are oppressed, and the poor cry out in misery, * 
   I will rise up, says the Lord, and give them the help they long for. 
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 6    The words of the Lord are pure words, * 
   like silver refined from ore and purified seven times in the fire. 

 7    O Lord, watch over us * 
   and save us from this generation for ever. 

 8    The wicked prowl on every side, * 
   and that which is worthless is highly prized by everyone.

psalm 12     Usquequo, Domine?

 1    How long, O Lord? will you forget me for ever? * 
   how long will you hide your face from me? 

 2    How long shall I have perplexity in my mind,  
  and grief in my heart, day after day? * 
   how long shall my enemy triumph over me? 

 3    Look upon me and answer me, O Lord my God; * 
   give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in death; 

 4    Lest my enemy say, “I have prevailed over him, “ * 
   and my foes rejoice that I have fallen. 

 5    But I put my trust in your mercy; * 
   my heart is joyful because of your saving help. 

 6    I will sing to the Lord, for he has dealt with me richly; * 
   I will praise the Name of the Lord Most High. 

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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the first lesson  Amos 3:12-4:5   

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Amos:

Thus saith the Lord; As the shepherd taketh 
out of the mouth of the lion two legs, or a 

piece of an ear; so shall the children of Israel be 
taken out that dwell in Samaria in the corner 
of a bed, and in Damascus in a couch. Hear 
ye, and testify in the house of Jacob, saith the 
Lord God, the God of hosts, That in the day 
that I shall visit the transgressions of Israel 
upon him I will also visit the altars of Bethel: 
and the horns of the altar shall be cut off, and 
fall to the ground. And I will smite the winter 
house with the summer house; and the houses 
of ivory shall perish, and the great houses shall 
have an end, saith the Lord. Hear this word, 
ye kine of Bashan, that are in the mountain of 
Samaria, which oppress the poor, which crush 

the needy, which say to their masters, Bring, 
and let us drink. The Lord God hath sworn by 
his holiness, that, lo, the days shall come upon 
you, that he will take you away with hooks, 
and your posterity with fishhooks. And ye shall 
go out at the breaches, every cow at that which 
is before her; and ye shall cast them into the 
palace, saith the Lord. Come to Bethel, and 
transgress; at Gilgal multiply transgression; and 
bring your sacrifices every morning, and your 
tithes after three years: And offer a sacrifice of 
thanksgiving with leaven, and proclaim and 
publish the free offerings: for this liketh you, 
O ye children of Israel, saith the Lord God.

Here ends the lesson.

Said together in unison

magnificat  

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

   for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
    the Almighty has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him * 
    in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
    he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
    and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
    and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
    for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
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The promise he made to our fathers, * 
    to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

the second lesson  Matthew 21:23-32

A reading from the Gospel of Matthew:

And when he was come into the temple, the 
chief priests and the elders of the people 

came unto him as he was teaching, and said, 
By what authority doest thou these things? 
and who gave thee this authority? And Jesus 
answered and said unto them, I also will ask 
you one thing, which if ye tell me, I in like 
wise will tell you by what authority I do these 
things. The baptism of John, whence was it? 
from heaven, or of men? And they reasoned 
with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From 
heaven; he will say unto us, Why did ye not then 
believe him? But if we shall say, Of men; we 
fear the people; for all hold John as a prophet. 
And they answered Jesus, and said, We cannot 
tell. And he said unto them, Neither tell I you 
by what authority I do these things. But what 

think ye? A certain man had two sons; and he 
came to the first, and said, Son, go work to 
day in my vineyard. He answered and said, I 
will not: but afterward he repented, and went. 
And he came to the second, and said likewise. 
And he answered and said, I go, sir: and went 
not. Whether of them twain did the will of 
his father? They say unto him, The first. Jesus 
saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That the 
publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom 
of God before you. For John came unto you in 
the way of righteousness, and ye believed him 
not: but the publicans and the harlots believed 
him: and ye, when ye had seen it, repented not 
afterward, that ye might believe him.

Here ends the lesson.

Said together in unison 

nunc dimittis The Song of Simeon 

Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
    to go in peace as you have promised; 

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 
    whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 

A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
    and the glory of your people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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Said together in unison

the apostles’ creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.

the prayers
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
Assembly And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray.

All

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power,  
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Officiant That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 
Assembly We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 
  We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
  We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 
  We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned  
  before the great judgment seat of Christ, 
  We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of  
  the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. John, and all your saints, entrusting one another  
  and all our life to Christ, 
  We entreat you, O Lord.

collect of the day

Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put upon us 
the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to 

visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to 
judge both the quick and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

collect for protection

God, who art the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who labor, 
and the repose of the dead: We thank thee for the timely blessings of the day, and humbly 

beseech thy merciful protection all the night. Bring us, we pray thee, in safety to the morning 
hours; through him who died for us and rose again, thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

collect for mission

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your 
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless 

the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. 
Amen.
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additional prayers & petitions    

 The assembly is invited to make additional prayer requests.           

a prayer of st. chrysostom

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two 

or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, 
and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

the dismissal

the grace

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with us all evermore. Amen.       
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departing hymn 53        


