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the invitatory & psalter
Officiant O God, make speed to save us. 
Assembly O Lord, make haste to help us.

All  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Said together in unison

o gracious light  Phos hilaron

O gracious light,  
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,  

O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!  
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of Life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds.

The officiant and assembly recite the psalm responsively by half-verse

psalm 81 Exultate Deo 

 1    Sing with joy to God our strength * 
   and raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob. 

 2    Raise a song and sound the timbrel, * 
   the merry harp, and the lyre. 

 3    Blow the ram’s-horn at the new moon, * 
   and at the full moon, the day of our feast. 

 4    For this is a statute for Israel, * 
   a law of the God of Jacob. 

 5    He laid it as a solemn charge upon Joseph, * 
   when he came out of the land of Egypt. 
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 6    I heard an unfamiliar voice saying, * 
   “I eased his shoulder from the burden;  
   his hands were set free from bearing the load.” 

 7    You called on me in trouble, and I saved you; * 
   I answered you from the secret place of thunder  
   and tested you at the waters of Meribah. 

 8    Hear, O my people, and I will admonish you: * 
   O Israel, if you would but listen to me! 

 9    There shall be no strange god among you; * 
   you shall not worship a foreign god. 

 10    I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt and said,* 
   “Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it.” 

 11    And yet my people did not hear my voice, * 
   and Israel would not obey me. 

 12    So I gave them over to the stubbornness of their hearts, * 
   to follow their own devices. 

 13    Oh, that my people would listen to me! * 
   that Israel would walk in my ways! 

 14    I should soon subdue their enemies * 
   and turn my hand against their foes. 

 15    Those who hate the Lord would cringe before him, * 
   and their punishment would last for ever. 

 16    But Israel would I feed with the finest wheat * 
   and satisfy him with honey from the rock.  

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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the first lesson  Judges 7:19-8:12   

A reading from the book of Judges:

So Gideon and the hundred who were with 
him came to the outskirts of the camp at the 

beginning of the middle watch, when they had 
just set the watch; and they blew the trumpets 
and smashed the jars that were in their hands. 
So the three companies blew the trumpets and 
broke the jars, holding in their left hands the 
torches, and in their right hands the trumpets 
to blow; and they cried, “A sword for the 
Lord and for Gideon!” Every man stood in his 
place all around the camp, and all the men in 
camp ran; they cried out and fled. When they 
blew the three hundred trumpets, the Lord 
set every man’s sword against his fellow and 
against all the army; and the army fled as far 
as Beth-shittah toward Zererah, as far as the 
border of Abel-meholah, by Tabbath. And the 
men of Israel were called out from Naphtali 
and from Asher and from all Manasseh, and 
they pursued after the Midianites. Then Gideon 
sent messengers throughout all the hill country 
of Ephraim, saying, “Come down against the 
Midianites and seize the waters against them, 
as far as Beth-barah, and also the Jordan.” So 
all the men of Ephraim were called out, and 
they seized the waters as far as Beth-barah, 
and also the Jordan. They captured the two 
captains of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb; they killed 
Oreb at the rock of Oreb, and Zeeb they killed 
at the wine press of Zeeb, as they pursued the 
Midianites. They brought the heads of Oreb 
and Zeeb to Gideon beyond the Jordan. Then 
the Ephraimites said to him, “What have you 
done to us, not to call us when you went to fight 
against the Midianites?” And they upbraided 
him violently. So he said to them, “What have 
I done now in comparison with you? Is not the 

gleaning of the grapes of Ephraim better than 
the vintage of Abiezer? God has given into your 
hands the captains of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb; 
what have I been able to do in comparison with 
you?” When he said this, their anger against 
him subsided. Then Gideon came to the Jordan 
and crossed over, he and the three hundred 
who were with him, exhausted and famished. 
So he said to the people of Succoth, “Please 
give some loaves of bread to my followers, for 
they are exhausted, and I am pursuing Zebah 
and Zalmunna, the kings of Midian.” But the 
officials of Succoth said, “Do you already have 
in your possession the hands of Zebah and 
Zalmunna, that we should give bread to your 
army?” Gideon replied, “Well then, when the 
Lord has given Zebah and Zalmunna into my 
hand, I will trample your flesh on the thorns of 
the wilderness and on briers.” From there he 
went up to Penuel, and made the same request 
of them; and the people of Penuel answered 
him as the people of Succoth had answered. So 
he said to the people of Penuel, “When I come 
back victorious, I will break down this tower.” 
Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in Karkor 
with their army, about fifteen thousand men, 
all who were left of all the army of the people 
of the east; for one hundred twenty thousand 
men bearing arms had fallen. So Gideon went 
up by the caravan route east of Nobah and 
Jogbehah, and attacked the army; for the army 
was off its guard. Zebah and Zalmunna fled; 
and he pursued them and took the two kings 
of Midian, Zebah and Zalmunna, and threw 
all the army into a panic.

Here ends the lesson.
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Said together in unison

magnificat  

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

   for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
    the Almighty has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him * 
    in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
    he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
    and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
    and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
    for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

The promise he made to our fathers, * 
    to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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the second lesson  Mark 8:34-9:1    

A reading from the Gospel of Mark:

He called the crowd with his disciples, and 
said to them, “If any want to become my 

followers, let them deny themselves and take up 
their cross and follow me. For those who want 
to save their life will lose it, and those who lose 
their life for my sake, and for the sake of the 
gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them 
to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 
Indeed, what can they give in return for their 
life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my 

words in this adulterous and sinful generation, 
of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed 
when he comes in the glory of his Father with 
the holy angels.” And he said to them, “Truly I 
tell you, there are some standing here who will 
not taste death until they see that the kingdom 
of God has come with power.”

Here ends the lesson.

Said together in unison 

nunc dimittis The Song of Simeon 

Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
    to go in peace as you have promised; 

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 
    whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 

A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
    and the glory of your people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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Said together in unison

the apostles’ creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.

the prayers
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
Assembly And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray.

All

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  
who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.
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Officiant That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 
Assembly We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 
  We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
  We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 
  We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned  
  before the great judgment seat of Christ, 
  We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of  
  the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. John, and all your saints, entrusting one another  
  and all our life to Christ, 
  We entreat you, O Lord.

collect of the day

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: 
Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may so 

pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

collect for protection

O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who labor, and the 
repose of the dead: We thank you for the blessings of the day that is past, and humbly ask 

for your protection through the coming night. Bring us in safety to the morning hours; through 
him who died and rose again for us, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

collect for mission

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your 
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless 

the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. 
Amen.

additional prayers & petitions    

 The assembly is invited to make additional prayer requests.           
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a prayer of st. chrysostom

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two 

or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, 
and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

the dismissal

the grace

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with us all evermore. Amen.       

departing hymn                                                                                                   In the Lord


